SIR WILLIAM FLEET WOOD
[Born 1535. Recorder of London. Member of the Parliaments of
1572, 1584, 1586 and 1588. By the Earl of Leicester's influence,
he was elected Recorder of London in 1571, and soon became famous
for vigorously and successfully enforcing the laws against vagrants,
thieves, priests and papists. In 1576 he was committed to the Fleet
Prison for a short time for breaking into the Portuguese Ambassador's
chapel under cover of the law against Popish recusants. In 1580 he
was made Serjeant-at-Law and, in 1583, a Commissioner for the
Reformation of Abuses in Printing. In die same year, he drafted a
scheme for housing the poor and preventing the pkgue in London
by maintaining open spaces. In 1588 he reported on the proceedings
to be taken against Jesuits and, in 1589, on the right of sanctuary for
criminals attaching to Saint Paul's Cathedral. He resigned his office
in 15 91, on receipt of a pension of £100 per annum and died in 1594.]
H
E was a very severe Hanger of Highwaymen, so that
the Fraternity were resolved to make an example of him :
which they executed in this manner. They lay in wayte
for him not far from Tyburne, as he was to come from his
House in Bucks; had a Halter in readinesse; brought him
under the Gallowes, fastned the rope about his neck and on
the Tree, his hands tied behind him (and servants bound) and
then left him to the Mercy of his Horse, which he called Ball.
So he cryed, Ho Ball. Ho, Ball—and it pleased God that his
horse stood still till somebody came along, which was halfe a
quarter of an hour or more. He ordered that this Horse should
be kept as long as he would live, and it was so; he lived till
1646.
One day goeing on foote to Guild-hall with his Clarke
behind him, he was surprised in Cheapside with a sudden
and violent Loosenesse, neer the Standard. He turned up his
breech against the Standard and bade his man hide his fece;
For they shall never see my Arse again, sayd he.

